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where he and the greater part of his army perished.
We are not as interested in this part of the book
which de Joinville devotes to his saintly King and his
qualities, as in the second part in which the historian
speaks of events and battles connected with the ex-
pedition of Louis IX to Egypt and the Holy Land.   In
this part de Joinville gives a narrative which is almost
a chapter of the history of Egypt.    He gives in detail
all the events he witnessed since the crusaders arrived
in Egypt and besieged Damietta till they evacuated
it and the whole of Egypt when they were defeated.
This narrative of de Joinville is of particular interest;
he was not only an  eye-witness  to  all  the  events
recorded but he played an active role in them.   He
took part in the battles fought round   Damietta and
in the lands of Mansura from beginning to end, and
although a young man, he occupied a high post in the
army, having been one of its nobles and knights,   His
being in touch at every moment with his King who
consulted him on many important matters, gives his
narrative a semi-official character, at least as regards
the French side of the events dealt with.   De Joinville
deals with these events clearly and precisely and with
power of observation worthy of admiration.   We par-
ticularly admire what he writes of the political changes
of Egypt at that time.   He cites them with precision
although  they happened in an enemy country and
among the ranks of the enemy.   He narrates at first
what happened after the death of Al-Malik al-Salih
when the crusaders arrived in Egypt.   Al-Malik al-
Salih was then ill in Cairo; he died soon after the
occupation of Damietta by the French.   De Joinville
says: ** The Soldan (the Sultan) had a son of the age
of five and twenty years, wise, adroit and crafty, and
before the dead Soldan heard that his son would dis-
possess him, he bestowed on him a kingdom which he
had in the east (Syria)*   And now when the Soldan
was dead, the emirs sent to fetch the son, and so soon